
CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — HOUSEH6548 July 19, 2000
Mr. Speaker, I yield such time as he
may consume to the gentleman from
Florida (Mr. GOSS), the chairman of the
House Permanent Select Committee on
Intelligence.

Mr. GOSS. Mr. Speaker, I appreciate
very much the distinguished gentleman
from Georgia, the honorable JOHN
LEWIS, the dean of the delegation, and
the gentleman from Georgia (Mr. KING-
STON) and the other members of the
Georgia delegation, affording us this
time to speak about Senator PAUL
COVERDELL. The Rules of the House do
not permit us to refer to the other
body or Members of the other body,
and we seldom do speak about them.
This is exceptional, because PAUL
COVERDELL was really an exceptional
person. I think he did touch our lives.
Certainly those of us who live in Flor-
ida who have to fly through Atlanta
understand very well the meaning of
having the Atlanta airport there.

What I wanted to talk a little bit
about today is the loss to Nancy and
his family, to the State of Georgia, and
to our country. I think it is pretty
much of an incalculable loss, and it is
obviously very painful if we have lis-
tened to the speakers who have gone
before.

We are going to miss PAUL COVER-
DELL deeply, and we are going to miss
him for a very long time to come, not
only as a person, but for the skills he
brought to the art and science of
crafting legislation and people persua-
sion here in these hallowed halls of the
United States Congress.

To me, he had several distinctive
hallmarks. They were honor and de-
cency, things that count for a lot here.
And effectiveness and accomplishment,
of course, the way we are measured.
Those of us who were privileged to
work with him knew of this literally
unrelenting energy. He was a man who
could tire out the most hard working
of us. He certainly had the intellect to
challenge us as well. We all admired
his ability, as we have heard testimony
to, to find common sense solutions
that seemed to work for all sides in a
given debate. Those are wonderful peo-
ple skills. As the gentleman from Geor-
gia (Mr. BISHOP) said in his testimony
on the floor, that unquestioning integ-
rity was also another PAUL COVERDELL
trademark. That is very high praise.

I well recall his commitment to
fighting the war on drugs, just one of
the many things he did here, and to his
finding a way to get the money to pay
for fighting the war on drugs, which is
the harder part. His contribution to
that was characteristically second to
none; and more importantly, he was
successful. And that success is now
being employed on the front lines in
Colombia and in other meaningful
ways, and that will affect America as
well and those who are concerned
about the scourge of drugs on our
youth and on our quality of life in this
country.

So, Mr. Speaker, I would like to say
for my wife and myself and other

neighbors in the neighboring State of
Florida, we send our condolences, our
keen sympathy, and our love to Nancy
and the people of Georgia. PAUL COVER-
DELL was a man who gave so much. He
was taken too soon.

Mr. SOUDER. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to
express my condolences to the family and
staff of Senator PAUL COVERDELL.

I admired and appreciated Senator COVER-
DELL’s commitment to stopping the flow of ille-
gal drugs across our borders and his tireless
efforts to expand educational opportunity in
America. Senator COVERDELL demonstrated
the effectiveness of quiet, but persistent, lead-
ership. He has been hailed as a workhorse
and, indeed, his dedication to public service is
an example to every official at every level of
Government who works for the public good.

My former chief of staff, Ziad Ojakli, is the
chief of staff in the Senator’s leadership office.
On behalf of all of us who are friends of Z and
have worked with him over the years, I wish
to convey our deepest sympathy to the family,
friends and staff of Senator PAUL COVERDELL.
They are in our prayers.

Mr. KINGSTON. Mr. Speaker, I yield
back the balance of my time.

Mr. Speaker, on behalf of my col-
leagues in the Georgia delegation, Mr.
LEWIS, Mr. NORWOOD, Mr. ISAKSON, Ms.
MCKINNEY, Mr. LINDER, Mr. BISHOP, Mr.
BARR, Mr. CHAMBLISS, Mr. DEAL and
Mr. COLLINS, I move the previous ques-
tion on the resolution.

The previous question was ordered.
The resolution was agree to.
A motion to reconsider was laid on

the table.
f

GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. KINGSTON. Mr. Speaker, I ask
unanimous consent that all Members
may have 5 legislative days within
which to revise and extend their re-
marks and include extraneous material
on H. Res. 558, the resolution just
adopted.

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
FOSSELLA Is there objection to the re-
quest of the gentleman from Georgia?

There was no objection.
f

RUSSIAN-AMERICAN TRUST AND
COOPERATION ACT OF 2000

Mr. GOSS. Mr. Speaker, by direction
of the Committee on Rules, I call up
House Resolution 555 and ask for its
immediate consideration.

The Clerk read the resolution, as fol-
lows:

H. RES. 555

Resolved, That upon the adoption of this
resolution it shall be in order to consider in
the House the bill (H.R. 4118) to prohibit the
rescheduling or forgiveness of any out-
standing bilateral debt owed to the United
States by the Government of the Russian
Federation until the President certifies to
the Congress that the Government of the
Russian Federation has ceased all its oper-
ations at, removed all personnel from, and
permanently closed the intelligence facility
at Lourdes, Cuba. The bill shall be consid-
ered as read for amendment. The amendment
recommended by the Committee on Inter-
national Relations now printed in the bill

shall be considered as adopted. The previous
question shall be considered as ordered on
the bill, as amended, and on any further
amendment thereto to final passage without
intervening motion except: (1) one hour of
debate on the bill, as amended, equally di-
vided and controlled by the chairman and
ranking minority member of the Committee
on International Relations; (2) an amend-
ment in the nature of a substitute printed in
the Congressional Record pursuant to clause
8 of rule XVIII, if offered by Representative
Gejdenson of Connecticut or his designee,
which shall be considered as read and shall
be separately debatable for one hour equally
divided and controlled by the proponent and
an opponent; and (3) one motion to recommit
with or without instructions.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The gen-
tleman from Florida (Mr. GOSS) is rec-
ognized for 1 hour.

Mr. GOSS. Mr. Speaker, for the pur-
pose of debate only, I yield the cus-
tomary 30 minutes to the distinguished
gentleman from Massachusetts (Mr.
MOAKLEY), my colleague and friend,
pending which I yield myself such time
as I may consume. During consider-
ation of this resolution, all time yield-
ed is for the purpose of debate on this
subject only.

Mr. Speaker, H. Res. 555 provides for
House consideration of H.R. 4118, The
Russian-American Trust Cooperation
Act. The modified closed rule provides
1 hour of general debate, equally di-
vided between the chairman and rank-
ing member of the Committee on Inter-
national Relations. In addition, the
rule makes in order a minority sub-
stitute and one motion to recommit,
with or without instructions; in other
words, 2 bites at the apple. I am aware
of no Members who sought to offer
amendments to the bill. Indeed, the
only amendment offered during com-
mittee consideration that I know of
has been actually incorporated into the
bill.

Recognizing the time constraints in
the floor calendar during this time of
year and the relative simplicity of this
bill, this is a fair and balanced rule, in
my view, and I urge its support.

Mr. Speaker, H.R. 4118 is relatively
straightforward as a piece of legisla-
tion, but it is enormously important
from a national security perspective.
Let me explain. Mr. Speaker, H.R. 4118
prohibits the U.S. Government from re-
structuring or rescheduling any of Rus-
sia’s debt with the United States until
the President certifies that the Rus-
sian government has ceased operating
its intelligence eavesdropping facility
which happens to be located nearby in
Lourdes, Cuba.

I know that many Members have pas-
sionate feelings about Cuba; but to me,
this has little to do with U.S. policy to-
wards Cuba; it has everything to do
with protecting American citizens and
our national security. It is absolutely
inconceivable to me, and I think to
most Americans, that the United
States would provide aid and loans to
Russia at a time when, according to
press reports, the Russian government
pays Cuba hundreds of millions of dol-
lars a year to operate a facility it uses
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